February 2026 Newsletter

Thank you so much for your prayers and faithful support this month. We truly
appreciate you, and the Lord will use your giving for the kingdom as we place it in his
hands with faith. Here's where we are:

News/ Ministry

From the last week of January to the third week of February, we were in Georgia, USA,
for 4 weeks, visiting family and supporters, telling of the awesome things God is doing
in Peru and how he helped us and others overcome. It was an encouraging time for us to
see the care of many brothers and sisters in Christ! Thank you so much- the Lord helped
us recover and renew some strength as we feel peace in our hearts from Him coming
back to Peru. During our time in the U.S., by God’s grace, we were able to visit and
share with 5 different small groups, 3 supporters, and the Stonebrldge congregatlon We
were also able to visit family- Josh’s parents,
brother, and sister’s family a little, and Rocio’s
siblings who are in the U.S. (her brother and
sister). It is a blessed thing when you think you
come to encourage, and the Lord and others end
up encouraging you! We appreciate all of you
and are so thankful that the Lord is working
through you to bless Peru and us. Truly, the body
of Christ is a wonderful place to be.

Coming back to Peru was an avalanche, but the
Lord’s grace has been with us. We were able to
visit Rocio’s grandfather and family. The small-
group house church met and continues to grow in

| Rocio’s siblings/friends in the U.S.

Christ together. After buying all the school materials for the school year and getting the
uniforms for the kids, and being able to spend a little time with the Lord, I felt in my
heart, just to tell Him, “Okay, Lord, we’re back. Please have your way in us.’




Circumstances

God reminded me to be careful with getting too comfortable in any job, place, or title-
but to always find my worth, comfort, and value in Him- in His love and care. I was
gently reminded by a supporter — God values you for who you are, not what you do. It’s
like a hat that had little value, but after someone figured out it was Abraham Lincoln’s,
its value went to 6.5 million. Well, if we were a hat and belonged to the Creator of the
universe, how much worth are we? God paid the price with His one and only Son- an
infinite value!

I also noticed this, through reading, a change in King David. While he was on the run
from Saul, his trust was in the Lord, and he had a really good start, with many victories
given by the Lord. But then he got comfortable, he didn’t go off to war, and was in his
palace. Then the whole fall with Bathsheba happens. A little after, Joab, the commander
of the army, and his men conquered a city, and Joab told David, "You'd better come and
help, or I will name this city after myself. May we always place our identity firmly in a
child of God and not in any things we gain through His grace, only then will we be able
to do what God calls us to.

The known Deuteronomy verse was true of this situation for David, “° When you have eaten
and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. Be careful that
you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees
that I am giving you this day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine
houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold
increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will

forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. He led you
through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous
snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. He gave you manna to eat in the
wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to humble and test you so that in the
end it might go well with you.” God had also brought David a super long way, - through caves
and deserts, through battles and giants, to where he was. He has also brought you and me
through a long way and He has more to go!

Even Jesus himself- who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be grasped. Why then should we grasp onto something other than Him?
Oh Lord, help us see you in every step, and may it always be your glory we seek. His
identity was embedded in his relationship with the Father. This is the great hope:
however, despite our failures and sins, even David’s, there was a second “David” —
Jesus Christ. “God makes an irrevocable promise to David that he will never lack a
descendant sitting on his throne (2 Sam. 7:16,29), but by the end of the story in Kings,
both land and kingship have been lost through disobedience. The failures of the kings
that followed David set him in an increasingly favorable light, so that Israel’s hopes
crystallized around the coming of a future David (Ezek. 34:23). It was Jesus who
ultimately sat on David’s throne- and the promise of God was fulfilled in Jesus Christ!
And the kingdom promised to David is the one in which Jesus reigns for eternity. Jesus
did what David couldn’t do, as he does for us on the cross and in the resurrection, what
we could have never done. Likewise, as what he does in and through us.

Spiritually

One thing during this time that was strongly placed on my heart, both in the U.S. and
Peru, was to give God glory. It started when I read this phrase from a devotional book:
“There are no limits to what God can do through you, as long as you don’t seek your



own glory.” If we look at Saul, he was always worried about his appearance before men.
The opposite is to praise, exalt, and give God all the glory to His name. But if we look
at what David writes in the Psalms, what a heart for the Lord! Yes, he had failures and
sins, as everyone else in the Bible did, and as we have. But his heart of repentance and
love for Christ was so much that the Lord called him the man after God’s own heart.
And it is literally as Scripture says, “But where sin increased, grace increased all the
more.” Sin or the devil didn’t win; Jesus did! And when we lost, Jesus won it for us!

Part of giving the Lord honor or revering Him is to fear Him, to be|| in awe of His
greatness and admiration. “The dread of punishment only makes us self-absorbed-
worried about being hurt. The true fear of the Lord serves him out of joy and high
appreciation for who he is.” When we fear the Lord, we hold him in high esteem and
recognize |Him for who he is and who we are. “but the LORD takes pleasure in those who
fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love. (Ps. 147:11). Fearing the Lord is a big part of
worshiping the Lord and also a big part of loving Him- treasuring Him, cherishing Him is played
out in our lives through the fear of the Lord- placing Him above all else. It is interesting
because the fear of the Lord encompasses many aspects, not just worship in song, but
also bringing God glory in our lives (some will be mentioned at the end).

God-centeredness: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise
wisdom and instruction (Prov. 1:7). “There are then two ways of thinking about life.
You can let [the Lord] be your fear” (Isaian 8:13 KJV)- your life center- or something
else will be. Either God’s word will be the unquestioned arbiter of truth or something
else will serve that function (public opinion, your own feelings, or human scientific
reasoning). Either God and your relationship with him will be the thing you esteem the
most- and every single other thing will be evaluated in light of that- or your relationship
to some other thing (such as money) will define reality (Keller 39).” Almost like asking,
“Who is your first love or the center?”

There is and always has been a battle for our hearts and for their devotion; that is why
the Father seeks worshipers that worship in spirit and in truth (Jn. 4:23). A small
description of this battle is given by Piper in the book, “Let the Nations be Glad!™:

“...Another way to say it is simply that God is righteous. The opposite of righteousness
is to value and enjoy what is not truly valuable or rewarding. This is why people are
called unrighteous in Romans 1:18. They suppress the truth of God’s value and
exchange God for created things. So they belittle God and discredit his worth.
Righteousness is the opposite. It means recognizing true value for what it is and
esteeming it and enjoying it in proportion to its true worth. The unrighteous in 2
Thessalonians 2:10 perish because they refuse to love the truth. The righteous, then, are
those who welcome a love for the truth. Righteousness is recognizing, welcoming,
loving, and upholding what is truly valuable.

God is righteous. This means that he recognizes, welcomes, loves, and upholds with
infinite jealousy and energy what is infinitely valuable, namely, the worth of God.
God’s righteous passion and delight is to display and uphold his infinitely valuable
glory.”

Some aspects of life are involved in the fear of the Lord:

o Protection: “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him,
and he delivers them (Psalms 34:9).”

o Life: “The fear of the Lord leads to life; then one rests content, untouched by
trouble (Prov. 19:23).”



e Good things from the Lord: “How abundant are the good things that you have
stored up for those who fear you, that you bestow in the sight of all, on those
who take refuge in you (Ps. 31:19)

e Heard cries: “He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and
saves them (Ps. 145:19)

o Heritage and refuge of our family

e “For you, God, have heard my vows; you have given me the heritage of those
who fear your name (Ps. 61:5).”

e Whoever fears the Lord has a secure fortress, and for their children it will be a
refuge. (Prov. 14:26)

In many aspects of life, we can glorify the Lord and experience the effects this brings.
All this to say, placing God first, high above all else, is worth it; though we may not see
the fulfilment of these promises immediately, in the long run, through faith, we will see
that the Lord was faithful in every one of them if we heed them. Thus, the conclusion
and encouragement would be that we have the privilege of giving God glory in every
aspect of our lives (big and small), and doing so makes it 10 times better! “Whatever
you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord (Col. 3:22).” Even in the
tough moments, may we bless the name of the Lord as Job did, “Naked I came from my
mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
may the name of the Lord be praised.”

Fundraising:

January’s giving was great!!! We praise the Lord Jesus for His provision and grace
through you. We are deeply grateful to each of you for your support!!! This is our third
year. We must raise $57,930.00 for our fourth year to continue this ministry, trusting the
Lord to provide and bring it to fruition. By God's grace and provision, we have raised
100% of our financial goal for the third year and are now raising 45% of our goal for the
fourth year. Please help! Any contribution is of great value to the Lord and His
Kingdom in Peru and the world. If you feel the Lord Jesus is leading you to support our
ministry financially. You can use the link below to contribute:
https://tnpartners.churchcenter.com/giving. You can also find this link on the Partners
webpage: https://tnpartners.org. Create a free account and select Josh and Rocio Ivey as
missionaries to support in Peru.

Prayer Requests:

1. For our family - protection, grace, and the Lord’s mercy and strength, for His
rest and peace.

2. For our kids- to grow spiritually, emotionally, in confidence, in both the English
and Spanish language, academically, and be able to stand in the power of the
Lord for whatever comes there way.

3. For the ministry- For the richness of His grace and kingdom to pour over the
people and the Spirit to flow unhindered like a river that is moving and reaching
the thirsty hearts for Christ.

4. For a good leadership in the Peruvian government in the coming elections in
April 2026. Pray for honesty and less corruption.

5. For the Lord to bring peace and freedom to the world in these times


https://tnpartners.churchcenter.com/giving
https://tnpartners.org/

8.
9.

For the Peruvian people to feel the love of the Lord made tangible in their lives,
families, and relationships.

For the Lord to open up eyes, hearts, and minds to His glory, majesty, and
presence

For freedom from unforgiveness, anger, materialism, envy, and contempt.

For the truth (Jesus) set people free bound by the lies and fear of the enemy.

10. For kindness to conquer hostility, and mercy to conquer rivalry
11. For people praying to catholic idols, or are bound by religious captivity that the

Spirit may lead them into all truth and find freedom.




