January 2025 Newsletter

Thank you so much for your prayers and faithful support this month. We truly appreciate you, and
the Lord will use your giving for the kingdom as we place it in his hands with faith. Here's where we
arein:

News/Ministry

This new year of 2025 hasn't been easy, but by God's grace, he has sustained us. We've shared the
Gospel with ten new people, of which 3 accepted Christ and one showed interest. We also did
follow-up visits for encouragement. The three that accepted Christ work in a "picarones" or fried
donut shop; please pray they would continue growing in Christ. Their names are Janet, Richard, and
Antonio.
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This is the donut shop

We are praying and hoping to form a prayer/evangelism team to encourage the body of Christ in
Huancayo to reach the lost with the Gospel outside of church walls. Please also pray that God
opens the doors and hearts of different places and brothers and sisters in Christ for discipleship.

We also had a movie & snack night on the 29th, where people came together, ate some snacks, had
fellowship, and watched an episode of The Chosen in Spanish. This was a great blessing and
encouragement to about six people- Milca, Carmen, Emily, Laura, Brian and Edu (not all of them are
Christians but are interested in knowing more.) We want to continue these movie nights and start
potlucks to encourage the brothers and sisters in Christ we know to invite others and the group to
build more relationships and grow not only in numbers, strength, courage, and the Spirit.

We continue to meet with a men and women’s Bible studies Fridays and Tuesdays. The ladies’
group just finished studying the book of Proverbs together and will start with John next month. The
men group is studying Hebrews. Pray for both groups to continue to grow both in the Spirit (in
quality) and more people (in quantity). We are still helping Beto, a Peruvian pastor with online Bible
studies. We helped with leading some groups on the book of Romans. There are new people joining
these online Bible studies more and more and it’s a blessings for people in different parts of Peru-



Lima(the capital), La Merced (the jungle region), Huancavelica (south mountain region), and
Huancayo (central mountain region) that join in.

We were very encouraged by the ESL students from last year who are medical staff. An
appreciation/graduation party was held, giving thanks that we taught them English classes last year
and got to know them more. We are also planning and praying to use ESL classes as an evangelistic
ministry with college students, partnering with a Peruvian missionary named David. David and | are
also getting to know each other more through working together.
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From Left to Right (selfie Josué; back: Susi, Paola, David, Belen, Karen, Ana, Richard
Front: Stephen, Josh, Noah, and Rocio)

Circumstances

| was reading a book about leadership that says, "Navigating leaders get ideas from many sources.
They listen to members of their leadership team. They talk to people in their organization to find out
what's happening on the grassroots level. They also spend time with leaders from outside the
organization who can mentor them. They always think in terms of relying on a team, and not just
themselves (Maxwell 41)."

This quote encourages me. | had the experience of sharing the Gospel on my own, and it was quite
intimidating at times. But | journaled about it and learned and am learning a lot. One of the things |
had to learn from last year and the beginning of this year is to shake the dust off your feet when
towns (or people) aren't interested. We not only shake the dust off our feet, as it says in John 10:14,
but we continue to share the Gospel. Why? Because this work of spreading the message is done for
Christ because he commands us to. We are simply the messengers and seed planters, and itisin
faith that we continue knowing that God will produce the fruit and the growth. Galatians 6:9 says,
"Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up. Therefore, as we have an opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who



belong to the family of believers." Part of what | wrote in my journal about "shaking the dust off your
feet" was about this: Though | felt rejection, Lord thank you for making me stronger, knowing that in
the pain you are with me. Though there may be mocking, belittlement, or disappointments- all
these things you took on your cross, and as Paul says to Timothy, "Do not be ashamed of the
testimony about our Lord or me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in the suffering for the gospel, by
the power of God (2 Tim. 1:8)." It's those sufferings that we join in and handle for the sake of Christ.

Secondly, we are trying to adapt our sharing styles to meet more of the culture's needs. | used to
pass out devotionals but now learned that speaking is much better. This culture, among exceptions,
"studying or reading,"' makes them want to run away. So, we are trying to adapt our methods and
groups. This also means that you can only give a little at a time in small groups. Peruvian culture is
not an easy soil to work with. But our hope is that as with others, the ground is plowed, the fruit of
unfailing love and righteousness will be reaped as it says in Hosea 10:12, "Sow righteousness for
yourselves, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to

seek the Lord, until he comes and showers his righteousness on you."

Spiritually

There was lots of anxiety and even fear growing within my heart this month. Each time | overthink
methods, techniques, and things to do for ministry, the Lord told me to focus on Him. This brought
much peace to me. Psalms 42, "Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why are you so disturbed within
me? Put your hope in God, for | will yet praise Him, my Savior and my God." In other words, He is
telling you and me to put our eyes on Him. He does the good work, and all we have to do is walk in it
(Eph 2:10).

Another verse that brought me peace is Zechariah 9:9-10, "Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!

Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. | will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the
warhorses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the
nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth."

Notice that as Jesus comes to bring peace to the earth, and yes, he is gentle and lowly, but he is
alsorighteous and victorious. He says the battle bow will be broken, and how does he breakit? The
cross and resurrection. This makes sense because there can't be true peace without a battle- but
He is the king who is victorious- both the Lion of Judah and the Lamb of God. The battle over sin,
death, and grace was won, and He invites us to walk in that victory and in that peace, such a peace
that Jesus can sleep through a storm and such a peace that he had no need to say anything to
hostility because he knew in whose hands he was in.

"When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no

threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. "He himself bore our sins" in his
body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; "by his wounds you have
been healed." For "you were like sheep going astray,’ but now you have returned to the

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. (1Peter 2:23-25).

And now he is asking us to follow in his footsteps; just above 1 Peter 2:23, verses 20-21 say, "But
how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for



doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example that, you should walk in his footsteps."

Fundraising

December's giving was extraordinary!!! We praise the Lord Jesus for His provision and grace. We are
deeply grateful to each of you for your support!!! This is our second year. We must raise $52,067.44
for our third year to continue this ministry and trust the Lord to continue providing and bringing this
ministry to fruition. We are at 76% of finances for the third year. Please help! Any contribution is of
great value to the Lord and his Kingdom in Peru and the world. If you feel the Lord Jesus is leading
you to be in ministry with us financially. You can use the link below to contribute:
https://tnpartners.churchcenter.com/giving. You can also find this link on the Partners webpage:
https://tnpartners.org. Make a free account and choose Josh and Rocio lvey as missionaries to give
to Peru.

Prayer Requests:

1. For hearts that are fully dedicated/committed to Him, especially for the people we are
working with and those who will receive the message.

2. For spiritual hunger and thirst for the kingdom of God to rise in the hearts of Peruvians.

For the movie night group to be an encouragement for others to invite non-believers

4. For Emily who attended the movie night, she is interested in Christ and wants to know more,
please pray the Lord will continue to draw her in all the way,

5. ForJanet, Richard, and other workers we’ve met at the donut shop, for Christ to capture
their heart and for them to see and know Him more, more of his amazing love and power.

6. Forthe Lord to show us or help us meet the people to serve (we're always intentionally
searching).

7. For ateam of Peruvian people willing to serve in the ministry with us

8. Thatthe Lord helps us to focus in, on a specific ministry and group of people
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https://tnpartners.churchcenter.com/giving
https://tnpartners.org/

| Stephen goingto karate class
| with Rocio and Noah

Our son Noah’s 4" birthday on
January 1%, 2025!!!




