January Newsletter 2026

Thank you so much for your prayers and faithful support this month. We truly appreciate you,
and the Lord will use your giving for the kingdom as we place it in his hands with faith. Here's
where we are:

News/ Ministry

Since February we are inthe U.S. a .
couple of weeks to raise more support.
We are praying and asking the Lord to
open doors for His provision to continue
to sustain us for these next two years of
ministry in Peru. During the holidays we
were able to spend Christmas with
family, and this was a blessing. My
parents, Arthur and Mary Alice, came to
Peru mid- November and were with us.
The first week of January, we took a
three-day trip to Lima to go to the beach;
after arriving home, we knew the
ministries and cell groups would start
back up after a 2- to 3-week break for
Christmas and New Year's.

Mom and Dad with Stephen
and Noah

For a time, we were wondering whether the people in the cell groups would come back or
become discouraged in continuing; however, the Lord really surprised us- the brothers and
sisters in Christ not only came back encouraged, strong, and ready to go, but the groups started
to grow. It was almost a momentum from the Spirit that only the Lord and prayer could have
brought about! Both the ladies” group on Tuesdays and the house church on Wednesdays.

House Church group
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Since the beginning of the year, | really felt led to pray and seek the Lord, to slow down before
trying to do anything. As my brain was trying to strategize this, that, and the other, the Lord
just spoke with his gentleness, slow down- wait on the Lord. He reminded me that there are
different seasons. It was beautifully described in a devotional book called “Manantiales en el



Desierto” (Fountains of Water in the Desert) through the imagery of mountains and valleys. It
was explaining Dt. 11:11-12, “But the land you are crossing the Jordan to take possession of is a
land of mountains and valleys that drinks rain from heaven. 21t is a land the Lord your God
cares for; the eyes of the Lord your God are continually on it from the beginning of the year to
its end.” The author writes, “The land that we must possess or conquer is a land of mountains
and valleys. It’s not all level, smooth, or flat. If life were always easy and level, the boring
familiarity would actually push us down. We need mountains and valleys. The mountains carry
rainwater to the valleys, making them fruitful. The same happens to us! It’s those hard
confrontations with the mountains that bring us to the throne of grace and bring rains of
blessing. But they're mountains, cold and unyielding, unproductive mountains that send us the
rain, those that make us complain or demand. How many people who haven’t faced the
mountains have perished in the desert valleys buried underneath the sand? And how many
people would be dying because of the cold, destroyed, or swept or dispatched from their place
if it weren’t for those hard, rough, severe, resistant mountains that are hard to climb?” There’s
a time to pour out and give, and a time to be filled again.

The second thing to recognize about the verse above is it’s a good message for the beginning

of a year- yes, there are mountains and valleys, but it is a land that the eyes of the Lord are on
continually from the beginning to the end- thought it’s uncharted territory, not yet explored-

it’s a land the Lord God cares for.

Jeremiah 29:11-13, “For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. *2 Then you will call on
me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to you. 2 You will seek me and find me when you
seek me with all your heart.” A great verse to start off the year, part of this verse that has
helped me thus far is “seek me and you will find me when you seek me with all of your heart.”
This month, we have encountered others seeking Him as we continue to as well, and the
promise is that we will find Him. Even part of seeking Him or His will is not saving our life, but
losing our life to find it.

One man was Samuel, a safety guard from the school of Noah and
Stephen, Colegio Andino. He told me he had the desire to do kids’
workshops, it could be soccer, volleyball, English, or music in
Concepcidn- it’s approximately 45 minutes from Huancayo (where
we live). We ended up going to a small, abandoned church there
twice, and once | was able to share a message with the fellow
believers there. January to March is like the summer for Peru-
school is out, and so there are many places that do extra-curricular
activities such as sports, music, dance, or school preparation for
the next year. Samuel wants to take advantage of that and offer Church in Concepcion
this in the small church in Concepcién. At the same time, | was : "

praying for a place to open an ESL outreach ministry. So, we got together and have been trying
to pray and plan together about what can be done to benefit the community.

The other person seeking the Lord was Carlos, a mining engineer who works in the mines in
Cerro de Pasco, a town even higher up in the mountains than Huancayo. He called me up, and |
attempted to involve him in the ministry while He was in Huancayo. He was able to come to the
men’s group, the Wednesday night house church group, and helped attempt to start a kids’
ministry in Concepcion. He was in the small groups the Lord has given us twice, and has a
strong desire to reconnect with God. Please pray for him that he becomes all that God wants



Him to be. Let’s pray that for this year that the seeking and hunger for the Lord intensifies, but
even more that they may find Him, and find themselves in Him!

As we seek the Lord and His goodness and His eternal paths (Ps. 139:23-24) to walk in this year
let’s place our trust in that our search will not be in vain, and His Word never comes back
empty and He is with us and will make himself known in ways that we’ll surprise us, inspire us,
and even shake us.

Circumstances

| was encouraged to read 1 Samuel this month, and as | was reading, | thought of Saul rushing
into things and not waiting on the Lord to act, but acting instead of Him. This is in 1 Samuel 13
when Saul went ahead with the burnt and fellowship offerings instead of waiting on Samuel to
do it unto the Lord before a battle. Likewise, in 1 Samuel 15, when Saul was given a victory, he
didn’t destroy the enemy completely as the Lord told him to, and ultimately, Samuel ended up
saying to Saul: “But Samuel replied: 'Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as
much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat
of rams.” This goes for both occasions: a sacrifice was given in a rush rather than in obedience,
and not obeying to destroy all the plunder but keeping it shows the attitude of thinking the
victory was won by Saul himself, not giving it to the Lord.

The opposite of this is David- even though Saul attempted to kill him several times, and David
had the opportunity to kill Saul, David waited on the Lord’s timing for the fulfilled promise of
being anointed king of Israel. And it is interesting, though David definitely wouldn’t have
chosen to be on the run for his life so long in caves- we see how He waited on the Lord in many
Psalms that were written that lasted through the centuries.

One of the reasons | think God told Israel to walk around Jericho seven days was to give them
the chance to wait on God to act and to pray; this is really winning the battle on our knees. It
was a chance to tell the Israelites to slow down, don’t rush, and not go head-on against the
enemy in their own strength, but to wait on the Almighty. A verse that stood out to me was
Isaiah 30:1-2, “Woe to the obstinate children,” declares the Lord, “to those who carry out plans
that are not mine, forming an alliance, but not by my Spirit, heaping sin upon sin; 2who go
down to Egypt without consulting me; who look for help to Pharaoh’s protection, to Egypt’s
shade for refuge.” There are plenty of mistakes in this passage- carrying out plans that are not
His, forming an alliance but not by His Spirit, and going down to Egypt without consulting God.
All of these are the opposite of waiting on the Lord and even attempting to attain things
independently of him. Thus, it must be rooted deeply in our hearts to seek first His kingdom
and righteousness, and the rest will be added- to initiate in His timing and guidance, in the
spirit of prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit. As it says in Zechariah 4:6, “This is the word of
the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty.”

Through all of this, the Lord was pressing upon me to slow down, to pray, and just spend time
with Him, seek Him, and put Him in first place- sitting at His feet, listening to His voice, and
asking for His guidance- to open up the way to go and my eyes to see it, and for His provision.
Much like the cloud that rested upon the tabernacle, sometimes following means to get up and
go and conqueror in faith, other times it means to stay put. For instance, Jonathan, Saul’s son
in 1 Samuel 14:6, says to some companions in arms, “Come, let’s go over to the outpost of
those uncircumcised men. Perhaps the Lord will act on our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lord
from saving, whether by many or by few.” Notice how this is different from Saul in that the



entire comment is filled with faith in the Lord. Whether by many or few, nothing, nothing can
hinder the Lord from saving.

Spiritually

The terms waiting and Savior go together- because it’s in those moments of despair or trial in
which waiting is the hardest but at the same time God uses these moments to build our faith
and trust in Him, but man, when He comes through for us it is rightly said, “ For our light and
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” Paul
said this, and he knows of many trials. Psalms 33:16-22, “No king is saved by the size of his
army; no warrior escapes by his great strength.” A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite
all its great strength it cannot save.'® But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him,

on those whose hope is in his unfailing love,*® to deliver them from death and keep them alive
in famine.2® We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.?* In him our hearts
rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.?? May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put
our hope in you.”

As far as people who need Jesus in their lives, to have this quote in mind is very helpful: In the
Utmost to His Highest, we read, “Beware of thinking of our Lord as only a teacher. If Jesus
Christ is only a teacher, then all He can do is frustrate me by setting a standard before me |
cannot attain. What is the point of presenting me with such a lofty ideal that | cannot possibly
come close to reaching it? | would be happier if | never knew it....I must know Jesus Christ as
my Savior before his teaching has any meaning for me other than a lofty ideal which only leads
to despair. But when | am born again by the Spirit of God, | know that Jesus Christ did not come
only to teach- He came to make me what He teaches | should be.”

We all need His saving every day, and only He can save. Sometimes we think of salvation as a
one-time experience, just as we accept Christ as our Lord, but it’s actually an ongoing
experience as Jesus saves us from ourselves (sanctification), the old man, and the power of sin.
And as we go through trials, we continue to need that Savior’s help to deliver us and rescue us
out of the waters. Psalms 18:16-17, “He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he
drew me out of deep waters. He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who
were too strong for me.”

This is important for our approach to non-believers. At first, they don’t need a teacher; they
need a Savior (Jesus), something that, for some, is not easy to admit or even see. “Not by wise
and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power so that your faith might
not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. Much like giving of the Ten Commandments,
the first verse of it says, “l am the Lord who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of
slavery...” It is because of the freedom already granted that the law is a means to walk in that
freedom. Let’s continue to call upon our Savior and Rescuer, the Lord Jesus, to rescue and save
us, and to save others, because He is Mighty to save!

One more thing, the fact that we have a Savior, a Rescuer, a Warrior on our behalf also has an
implication. Just as God told Joshua many times before the battle- go into the land, the victory
the enemy is given into your hands- Joshua went and fought with the Lord. This is similar to the
Great Commission: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me...therefore go
and make disciples of nations...and | am with you always to the end of the age.” He wants us to
share our great Savior and his eternal salvation (Is. 51:8) with the world.



Fundraising

December’s giving was amazing!!! We praise the Lord Jesus for His provision and grace through
you. We are deeply grateful to each of you for your support!!! This is our second year. We must
raise $57,930.00 for our fourth year to continue this ministry, trusting the Lord to provide and
bring it to. By God's grace and provision, we have raised 100% of our financial goal for the third
year and are now raising 40% of our goal for the fourth year. Please help! Any contribution is of
great value to the Lord and His Kingdom in Peru and the world. If you feel the Lord Jesus is
leading you to support our ministry financially. You can use the link below to contribute:
https://tnpartners.churchcenter.com/giving. You can also find this link on the Partners
webpage: https://tnpartners.org. Create a free account and select Josh and Rocio Ivey as
missionaries to supportin Peru.

Prayer Requests

1. For more support and donors this year.

2. School starts back in March, for our sons Noah and Stephen, to have good teachers and
adapt well to a different grade

3. For the 4 ministries the Lord has given us and the people involved to continue to grow:
The ladies” group, the men’s group, the house church, and the college student group.

4. For the ministry in Tinyari Grande Elementary school to impact families, through the
kids in the community for Christ.

5. Forthe Lord to continue to open up new opportunities to serve Him, the people of
Peru, and reach non-believers with the Gospel.

6. For protection from the enemy, in our family and those we work with.

7. Forthe kingdom of Christ and the Gospel to spread and the Spirit be poured out in
Huancayo and the Mantaro Valley more and more.
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