March Newsletter 2026

Thank you so much for your prayers and faithful support this month. We truly appreciate you,
and the Lord will use your giving for the kingdom as we place it in his hands with faith. Here's
where we are:

News/ Ministry

The small groups started back! The house church
group is studying Mark. The men’s group is studying James,
and the ladies’ group is studying 1 Samuel. Praise the Lord,
the house church group is showing some signs of
movement as people are being invited and more and more
are hearing from the Word of God. One man, Michel,
rededicated his life to Christ this month. This month was
also a special month because it was our son Stephen’s 7"
birthday on March 17t

We have also been searching and praying for
opportunities. One, or possibly two, doors opened to teach
English to kids and youth. The one with kids will be in a
Christian non-profit organization that helps the poor called
Ciudad Refugio in El Tambo. The one with youth will be in a
house with Moisés, a friend who is an English teacher. The
primary objective is to share Christ with others. We also
continue to prepare for this year regarding marriage
workshops. There will be a workshop in Huancavelica with 10 couples in April, and we are also
planning one in Huancayo and are seeking help from other brothers and sisters in Christ for
assistance. All of these are slow processes, but we pray that the Lord would energize us and
bring vibrant life and fervor, enabling us to continue these endeavors guided by the hand of the
Lord. One prayer we are praying and working toward is to find people willing to work with us,
as Jesus says to his disciples, 'The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field” (Matt. 9:37-38).

&

Stephen’s Birthday

Also, this month was a good opportunity to spend more time and build relationships
with the parents of the students at Colegio Andino, Noah and Stephen’s school. We have been
to some birthday parties, a family get-together with games, and soccer practices with the
parents of Noah'’s class. We are praying that the Lord will open up their hearts to His Spirit and
presence.

The family-get together with parents




Circumstances

After a whirlwind of trials that only the Lord could have gotten us through, there was a
time of discouragement. As | was reading in a book describing different spiritual seasons,
winter was the one that described this time best. “Winter is the season when the well runs dry,
and we feel we are running on empty. Psalm 42 and 63 express this season and its dark
longing:

“You, God, are my God, earnestly | seek you; | thirst for you, my whole being longs for
you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water.” (Ps. 63:1)

“I pictured myself with Jesus during his own wilderness temptation (Luke 4). | saw how
he was tempted by the devil to do something to prove who he is. And | felt the same
temptation rise in me. | wanted to do just about anything rather than wait and trust in
God’s timing. But Jesus made it clear that | was to do nothing to prove who | was. | was
simply to keep company with Him...Keep company with Jesus. Dry times can orient our
souls in the direction of God’s patience. Winter seasons can yield rich growth that
flowers in other seasons (Calhoun 284).”

What do we do to overcome or cope with these seasons? “Not only is the Word valuable as
our source of authority, but it is also a strength that helps us weather the storms of life and
ministry. Given the uncertainty of much that surrounds us, more and more | have come to
realize how important it is for us to have solid and stable sources of security for our lives. The
Word is a primary source. The Bible describes this security by showing that it is eternally true.
Just note this impressive array of verses:

Your word, Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. (Ps. 119:89)

The sum of your word is truth; and every one of your righteous rules endures forever.
(Ps. 119:160)

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” (lsa.
40:8)

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” (Matt. 24:35)

“What gives us the strength to pursue this straight and narrow path? It is the sense that this is
the way prescribed in the Scriptures. These Scriptures are trustworthy and eternal, and
therefore the surest source of security on earth... But it is not easy to persevere with this
narrow path when things seem to be going wrong. There is such a temptation to give in and try
an easier way or a way that will bring quicker results. But we resist this temptation, knowing
that the Word of God is eternally true. If we follow God’s path, we can be eternally sure that
God will honor us. Doesn’t the Bible say, “And the world is passing away along with its desires,
but whoever does the will of God abides forever” (1 Jn. 2:17)? So we have security amidst all
the apparent uncertainty, failure, and humiliation (Fernando 94).”

To trust God’s Word, His character, and His promises, and to hold on to them in winter
times is what makes our roots grow deeper under the surface, where much is going on.

Another thing that the winter or the wilderness does is test our priorities. “Sometimes
our busyness results from our insecurity. We know that things aren’t right between
God and us. We have lost the security of walking close to God. We cannot face the
trauma of frankly coming to grips with who we really are. So we keep ourselves busy in



order to avoid honest self-examination. | once heard the Singaporean Methodist bishop
Robert Solomon say, “We are uncomfortable with silence because silence forces us to
face God (Fernando 63).” This is why winters are also important; they force us to
retreat from busyness and seek the Lord.

Spiritually

Some of you got the thank-you card that described the trials we had in March (just ask
if would like to see it). We just learned to give thanks to God in all circumstances. While we
were “in the fire,” there was a moment when we didn’t understand what was going on or why.
But there was one moment when | was reminded of the disciples in Acts 5:41, “The apostles
left the council rejoicing because they had been regarded as worthy to suffer disgrace for the
sake of the name.” There was a moment | felt this, not from a persecution standpoint, but we
were literally suffering for the sake of the name. Jesus’ name is a powerful thing to think about.

In Solomon’s dedication to the temple, he says. “But will God really dwell on earth?
The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple
| have built! 28 Yet give attention to your servant’s prayer and his plea for

mercy, Lord my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in your
presence this day. 2 May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this
place of which you said, ‘My Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer
your servant prays toward this place. 3° Hear the supplication of your servant and of
your people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling
place, and when you hear, forgive.

v. 41-43, “As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come
from a distant land because of your name— #*for they will hear of your great name
and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when they come and pray toward
this temple, *® then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Do whatever the foreigner
asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as
do your own people Israel, and may know that this house | have built bears your
Name.

Ultimately, the temple that bears His Name is us. It’s the mystery of Christ in you- the
hope of glory (Col. 1:27). How can an infinite, eternally, all-powerful, and omniscient God dwell
in such a small thing as your and my heart? Or have a temple of our body in comparison with
him is but a small microscopic dot in a gigantic universe? This is something only the Lord can
do.

As we look into the context of this verse, we see that Paul also rejoices over suffering,
“24 Now I rejoice in what | am suffering for you, and | fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in
regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 2°| have become its
servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its
fullness— 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now
disclosed to the Lord’s people. 2’ To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.? He is the one we
proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone fully mature in Christ. 2° To this end | strenuously contend with all the energy Christ
so powerfully works in me.”



To be honest, it is not natural to rejoice in suffering, but in the Lord and the Spirit, Jesus
gives of glimpses of His glory and the joy set before us as He saw to be able to endure the cross
(Heb. 12:2). The challenge is great as described by a missionary from Sri Lanka in Jesus-Driven
Ministry, “All around us, we see uncertainty. Political movements after a time. Economic
conditions are fickle. Natural disasters, accidents, and physical problems hit us most
unexpectedly and change our fortunes. In the ministry, the people we serve are fickle, and
their actions inflict deep pain on us. These blows that come in ministry can be very hard on our
emotions. To experience such responses after we have sacrificed so much for others can be
hurtful. This is why the ministry is never a good primary source for our security. Burnout is very
high in the helping professions. | recently read a report from an affluent country that said that
the highest drop-out rate among professionals was among Christian ministers (Fernando 95).”

It’s safe to say “things have changed our fortunes” here in Peru. We try to cope with
the “blows of ministry,” and we have been trying to do so for a long time. The only real way to
cope is to trust that Jesus and His name are worthy of it, and that pleasing Him is worth it. May
we strive to please Him through faith in all we do. “So we make it our goal to please him,
whether we are at home in the body or away from it (1 Cor. 5:9).”

Fundraising

February’s giving was amazing!!! We praise the Lord Jesus for His provision and grace
through you. We are deeply grateful to each of you for your support!!! This is our third year.
We must raise $57,930.00 for our fourth year to continue this ministry, trusting the Lord to
provide and bring it to fruition. We are now at 46% of our fourth-year goal. Please help! Any
contribution is of great value to the Lord and His Kingdom in Peru and the world. If you feel the
Lord Jesus is leading you to support our ministry s SRS, TR T
financially. You can use the link below to contribute: '
https://tnpartners.churchcenter.com/giving. You can also
find this link on the Partners webpage:
https://tnpartners.org. Create a free account and select
Josh and Rocio Ivey as missionaries to support in Peru.

Prayer Requests

1. Forthe Lord to move in us and others bringing
courage to advance the light and kingdom of
Christ.

2. Fothe Lord to break fear or any spirit of loneliness
with His Almighty presence

3. For spiritual protection over our family (Rocio,
Stephen, Noah, and me) and over the people in
the ministry. For the ministry to prosper and bear
much fruit that endures.

4. For the small groups to grow spiritually and in
people

5. For the Lord do His eternal work and will in the
plans of English classes and the marriage
workshops mentioned above

6. For God’s help and mercy to keep going and persevere by faith in His will

Blessings in Christ! From the Iveys
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